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      This month begins with the feast 
of St. Joseph, the Worker on May 1. 
Joseph worked with his hands as a 
carpenter, shaping things from the 

wood that was before him. He 
used that skill to make 

many great things and 
to provide a livelihood 

for his family.        
      In this pandemic 
time, work has 
taken on new 
meaning for many 
of us. It has 
provided us with 
new challenges, 

like staying focused 
and learning new 

ways of doing things, 
getting comfortable 

with technology, and 
dealing with the frustrations 

when it doesn’t produce the 
desired outcome.    
 The emphasis this year must be on 
the work itself, and not the 
frustrations of getting the work 
accomplished.  
  Let me offer a word of deep 
gratitude for the many who work 
each day tirelessly to care for our 
needs. I want to focus this gratitude 
on those who work each day at the 
Community Living Center (CLC) to 
provide for the needs of our elderly 
sisters. They are doing a fantastic job 
from food service to cleaning staff, 
maintenance, and nursing care. If you 
took a walk around the CLC, it would 
look like nothing has changed, except 
for the masks they are wearing.  
  In addition, we have had folks who 
have stepped up and offered to be 

cooks, kitchen 
staff, and aids in 
Marycrest should 
the need arise. 
They have even had 
some initial training. 
Thanks be to God, that has not been 
necessary, but how grateful we are 
for their generosity and willingness. 
  That is what is happening at the 
CLC, but I am certain that the needs 
of the dear neighbor are being met by 
all of you wherever you are and 
however that need presents itself. So, 
thanks for keeping the charism alive 
while staying at home and keeping 
physical distance. 
  We, Sisters of  
St. Joseph, 
associates, 
agrégées, and 
employees, 
take our lead 
from our 
patron,  
 St. Joseph.   
 In ever-quiet, 
gentle ways, 
our patron 
shows us how to 
care for the dear 
neighbor even from our own home.  
 Blessings to all of you as we celebrate 
this great patron!  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
 
Sister Mary Drexler 

St. Joseph the Worker 
Thank you to our CLC employees 

Laudato 
Si' Week 

May 16-24, 
2020 

See page 8 for 
details. 
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Sr. Ann Marie Cappello, SSJ, Mission Integration Coordinator 

using FaceTime. I hate to admit 
it, but  this technology is really 
great!  
 And I can always resort to 
the good old practice of writing 
a note or sending a card.  
 As we continue to live this 
“new normal”, it is really 
important to find ways of 
reaching out to the dear 
neighbor and making our 
presence and the SSJ Mission 
Possible. 

virtual presence 

presence of others I miss.  
 As I think about this, I 
realize that I have many 
opportunities to reach out and 
enjoy their presence without 
leaving my home. 
 Thanks to technology, I am 
able to reach out to my “dear 
neighbor” while still keeping 
my distance by making  a 
phone call, sending an email or 
a text message, attending a 
prayer group on ZOOM, or by 

 The words of a song by Jan 
Novotka came to my mind as I 
reflected on the idea of 
presence:  “It’s not what you do 
but how you do it, it’s not what 
you see, but how you see, it’s not 
what you say, what you know or 
achieve but it’s the presence, the 
presence you are.” 
 As I have been trying to work 
from home and practice social 
distancing, I realize what a 
people person l am. It’s the 

SSJ Neighborhood Network 
 Great effort has been put 
into keeping the soup kitchen 
up and running for neighbors 
by providing takeout meals, in 
addition to distributing food 
and cleaning supplies, and 
responding to emergency and 
safety needs of the neighbors. 
Cleanup and planting has 
started at the gardens and the 
urban farm plot. Our masked 
youth program director, Darla,  
made memorable “front porch 
visits” to neighborhood kids on 
Easter Sunday, delivering 
wonderful baskets donated by 
Joe Hilbert. The SSJNN 
appreciates all of the prayers 
and contributions that have 
kept us going in these 
extraordinary times. We greatly 
miss our volunteers and 
ministering directly with 
neighbors, but we are keeping 
the torch lit until we can all be 
together again! 

Saint Mary’s Home of Erie 
 The Activities Department 
staff at Saint Mary’s Home of 
Erie has been working hard to 

 For sisters, agrégées 
and associates, the SSJ mission 
to bring about unity through 
response to the needs of the day 
continues 24/7 — pandemic or 
not. While many activities and 
initiatives can’t happen in the 
midst of social distancing and 
stay-at-home orders, individuals 
and ministries are finding 
unique and creative ways to 
serve others. 
 Throughout this issue you 
will read about and see photos 
of individuals and ministries who 
are actively serving the needs of 
others. They are indeed 
inspiring. 

find creative and safe ways to 
provide engaging activities for 
residents. One creative solution 
has been in the way we host 
daily exercise. Normally done 
together as a group, exercise is 
now being livestreamed over the 
senior TV station from our 
chapel so that residents can 

follow along in the safety of their 
rooms. Though it’s hard to see, 
in the above photo, Sister 
Nancy Prenatt, SSJ, is leading a 
session. 

Erie DAWN  
At Erie DAWN, we are helping to 
ease the stress of the women 
and children in our program. 
When something like the  

(Continued on page 3) 

responding to the needs of the day  —  
the work continues 
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 Our weekly ZOOM Prayer 
and Sharing group for sisters, 
agrégées, and 
associates 
continues to 
meet on 
Tuesdays at  
4:00 p.m. To 
participate, you 
need to 
download the 
ZOOM app (APP store) on your 
mobile device or create a free 
ZOOM account on your 
computer. You DO NOT have to 

give any credit card information 
to open a FREE ZOOM account.  
 For computer users, go to 
ZOOM.us 
 You will see where it says 
SIGN UP FOR FREE. Enter  
your information. You will 
receive a CONFIRMATION email 
that you need to open and  
follow the steps. You have to 
click where it says, "I am not a 
robot."  You can SKIP the step 
to invite friends.  That should 
be it.   
 Hope you can join us! 

ZOOM: Socially Distant but Spiritually Connected 
Online ZOOM Prayer/Sharing Group Continues 

COVID-19 Pandemic hits – are 
you ready to deal with it? A good 
question.  Our answer was 
simple — YES. NO. MAYBE SO! 

 We just did it – 
first by calming 

the fears of 
our families – 
talking to 
them daily 
via the 
phone to see 

what their 
needs were; 

we paid their 
rent and we dropped 

off food and other necessities.  
We were their voice of reason – 

Responding to needs 
(Continued from page 2) 

their angel of grace.  We will 
continue to help them during 
these uncertain times. 
 We must say THANK YOU to 
the many supporters that 
helped us help the women and 
children we serve. 

Sisters, Agrégées and 
Associates 
Sr. Angela Marie 
Servidea is 
making 
“scrapghans” to 
be given to the 
Guardian Angel 
Center. She has 
also knitted & 
crocheted caps for 
children. Her sister, Roselyn, in 

Reading, PA has made more 
than 300 masks so far and 
continues making them for 
hospitals, nursing homes, 
businesses, friends and 
neighbors.   
 
Share the good news! 
Please let us know if there is 
something that you or 

someone you know, are 
doing to respond to the 
needs of the day during 
these times.  
Send an email to 
publicrelations@ssjerie.org 

and put GOOD NEWS 
STORY in the subject line. 

 

 
ZOOM and Technology 
Troubleshooting/
Tutorial 
Need help with learning/using 
ZOOM? Each Tuesday at 3 
p.m. you can sign on to our 
ZOOM tutorial session for 
help with your specific issues. 
The information and link is 
sent out each Monday in an 
email. 

Facebook and SSJ Website Tutorials 
 Have you been wanting to 
learn how to use Facebook?  Do 
you have a Facebook page but 
feel lost?  Do you want to help us 
expand the SSJ Facebook 
Community?  
 What about the SSJ Erie 
website?  Have you ever really 
explored everything that is 
offered there?  Do you frequent 

the SSJ Community web page 
(for sisters, associates and 
agrégées) to keep up with the 
latest SSJ community 
information? 
 The SSJ communications 
office will be offering weekly 
tutorial sessions to help any 
sister, agrégée or associate 
learn more about Facebook and 

the SSJ website. 
These sessions will 
be offered on 
Thursdays at 2:00 
p.m. via ZOOM beginning on 
May 7.  The information and 
invitation link will be sent in an 
email prior to May 7 and will be 
posted on the SSJ Community 
page of our website.  
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Fr. Dennis Martin 
 Fr. Dennis claims Pittsburgh, 
PA as his hometown where he 
was educated by the Sisters of 
Charity. He credits the sisters 
and the priests of his parish for 
his vocation. In 1975, he was 
ordained as a Marianist priest 
and was accepted into the Erie 
diocese in 1984. He served at  
St. George Parish for three 
years and was pastor of  
St. Teresa’s Parish in Union City 
for six years before joining Saint 
Vincent Hospital as chaplain. 
 He enjoys listening to 
classical music and attending 
concerts, both in Erie and 
Pittsburgh. He also enjoys 
movies, plays and reading 
history.   
 Fr. Dennis became an SSJ 
associate in 2003; Sister 
Stephanie Wagner was his 
mentor. According to Fr. Dennis, 
she calls every month to make 
sure he is being a “good 
associate.“ 
 “I totally enjoy living the SSJ 
charism. It is so Gospel-
centered and focuses on the 
Holy Trinity, Mary and St. Joseph 
- an inspiration for me and my 
ministry at Saint Vincent 
Hospital for the past 28 years.  I 
pray for all in these difficult 
times. May God’s love and 
mercy bless us all.” 

get to know 
ssj associates 

As we write this column , we are 
thinking of all of you and are 
praying that you and your loved 
ones are safe and in good 
health. We are aware that while 
most of us are part of the stay 
at home team, there are some 
who are out there helping to 
keep us safe and making sure 
we have what we need. Thanks 
for all you are doing for us. We 
are ever so grateful. 
 
Our sympathy and prayers are 
with these associates:  
Cynthia Grucza, whose son 
Joseph died from the 
coronavirus 
 Judy Pratt, whose husband 
Deacon David Pratt died 
Dotty Hanna, whose mother 
died this month 
Maggie Shaughnessy, whose  
father died on March 31 in 
Batavia, NY  
 
Birthday greetings to all 
associates who are celebrating 
birthdays in May.  Happy 
birthday especially to Marlene  
Lyda, Thomas Hoffman and 
Mary Ellen Brown who are 
celebrating milestone 
birthdays!  
 
 
 

associates’ news and happenings 
Due to the present situation in 
which we are living, the 
associate candidate retreat 
and welcoming have been 
rescheduled. The retreat will be 
held September 12, 2020 and 
the Welcoming will be held 
October 4, 2020. 
 
We have been making phone 
calls to our associates who do 
not have email.  This has been 
something we have been 
wanting to do for some time, 
but didn’t get around to doing it 
because of “busy schedules.” It 
has been a very rewarding 
experience for us both. We did 
not get to call everyone as yet, 
but are continuing do so a few 
at a time.  
 
Keep in touch and let us know 
what you are thinking! 

 
Maxim Moment 
In the 17th century, Father Jean 
Pierre Medaille wrote the Max-
ims of Perfection or fundamen-
tal rules of conduct that a per-
son seeking a life with God 
could follow and they still have a 
message for us today.  We offer 
the following maxim for this 
month for your personal reflec-
tion. 
 
Maxim 30 
When things look bleak, trust God 
even more. 
Contemporary version:  when 
someone tells you “it can’t be 
done,” prove them wrong. 
Reflection:  I set aside discour-
agement and choose to trust. 
The God who brought me to this 
will get me through this. 
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 As we navigate this 
challenging time in our lives, 
Rev. Thomas Picton, C.Ss.R., 
Director of the Desert House of 
Prayer in Tucson, AZ, offers 
encouragement and hope in his 
Spring 2020 letter. 
 “The place to find wholeness, 
light, and well-being will not 
come from outside. Rather it is 
here and now even in the midst 
of our suffering and difficulties.   
In this time of darkness and 
distress, we are tempted to long 
for an ideal future or seek 
miraculous solutions to protect 
us from pain and 
powerlessness. Seeking answers 

 While the pandemic and an 
uncertain future have put our 
2020 SSJ Congregation retreats 
on hold, as we become aware of 
online retreats and renewal 
opportunities they are posted 
on the SSJ Community webpage 
at  www.ssjerie.org 
 Recent posts include Shalem 
Institute offerings:   
 
A Conversation  
with Wendy M. Wright 
In a short video, Wendy talks 
about Jane de Chantel and 
Francis de Sales and how these 
17th century saints can offer 
lessons about today’s pandemic. 
 
Online Gerald May Seminar 
with Wendy M. Wright  
May 15-16, 2020     
This will be an open, 
experiential, and interactive 
retreat day. Themes of her 
presentations are listed on line. 
There is a registration fee. 
 

words of encouragement and hope 
where there are not answers 
we miss the wisdom and the 
mystery that is before us each 
day—the rising of the sun, the 
heart beating, the changing of 
seasons, the miracle of human 
compassion, caring, love, and 
communication and the 
presence of God always with 
us. 
 The present moment of the 
pandemic is an opportunity to 
learn how to live with life’s 
challenges and hardships, to 
discover light and darkness, 
and to remain open to the 
possibility of healing for 
ourselves and the world 

around us. 
 Living in peace and serenity 
in the midst of anxiety and 
helplessness calls for patience, 
understanding, wisdom and 
love.  Naming our anxieties, 
fears, insecurity, self-doubt, and 
despair is the first step in 
becoming free in the midst of 
the darkness. In the midst of our 
greatest challenges and 
difficulties, we find everlasting, 
unquenchable Light.  The 
darkness we identify as 
adversary is our most profound 
teacher.” 

2020 online retreat  
and renewal opportunities 

Holy Interruptions 
Free Online Retreat Day 
Now is the time for deep inner 
listening. We are in the midst 
of Holy Interruption. Learn to 
embrace unexpected, holy 
moments in your day-to-day 
life. 
 
Once the environment is safe 
and restrictions are lifted, the 
Retreat Planning Team hopes 
to once again offer on-site 
retreat/renewal experiences. 
We welcome your thoughts 
and ideas about what would 
be of interest to you. If you 
have any questions or 
suggestions, please contact the 
Retreat Planning Team,  c/o Sr. 
Rosemary O’Brien.   
s.robrien@ssjerie.org 
 Easter blessings of peace 
and hope. 
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URGENT NEED AT  
ST. PATRICK’S HAVEN 
With the onset of COVID-19,  
St. Patrick’s Haven (SPH) is 
working closely with other area 
housing providers under the 
direction of Erie County and the 
Department of Health.  SPH has 
extended the hours of operation 
to help shelter homeless men 
more hours each day. As a 
result, we have a critical need for 
individually wrapped snacks.  
Please coordinate the delivery of 
all donations through Betsy 
Wiest at 814-881-6088 as the 
Community Living Center is not 
open to accept  items and staff 
are working remotely from their 
homes. Thank you for helping us 
support the homeless men who 
come to SPH seeking 
shelter each evening. 

sisters, agrégées, 
associates, staff 
  and ministries 

Responding to 
 the needs of the day 
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where’s the justice? 
United Nations 

Sustainable 
Development Goals 

(SDGs)  
 
Developed in 2015 and to be 
completed by the year 2030.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOAL #7: 
Ensure access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable modern 
energy for all.  Everyday our 
lives depend on reliable, 
affordable energy. Use of energy 
is the dominant contributor to 
climate change. Although 89% of 
the world’s population has 
access to electricity, there are 
still 840 million people in the 
world with no access to 
electricity. Ensuring universal 
access to energy by 2030 means 
we need to invest in clean 
energy sources such as solar, 
wind and thermal energy. 
Providing clean energy in 
developing countries will  
encourage economic growth and 
help the environment. 
 
TAKE ACTION: Contact your 
legislators and encourage them 
to work toward  providing 
affordable, sustainable energy 
for all.   

Do you have a heart  for 
justice? Join JPIC  
If you have a heart 
for social justice 
please consider 
joining the JPIC Team. 
We welcome your help. Call 
Betsy Wiest, at 814-836-4153. 

Supporting children 
in Haiti 
Due to political unrest, the U.S. 
Federation of Sisters of  
St. Joseph mission 
trip to Haiti as 
well as other 
mission 
experiences 
were 
cancelled. 
Recently, 
VMA teacher, 
Jenn Tucker, and 
her husband, Doug, 
shared their experiences at the 
CLC about volunteering at an 
orphanage in Haiti. They made 
several trips over the past six 
years to help orphans. They 
spoke of their love for the 
children, the beauty of the land 
and the friendliness of the 
people who live in one of the 
poorest countries in the world.  
The presentation was heartfelt 
and a true testimony of the SSJ 
charism: unity of neighbor with 
neighbor and neighbor with God 
without distinction. Funds 
collected in our annual Haiti 
Lenten collection will support 
the Federation commitment to 
10 girls we sponsor at 
Annunciation School in Leogane,  
and the EBAC orphanage where 
the Tuckers served in Morne 
Rouge. 
 
 
Helping the 
homeless 
breathe 
easier 
Thank you to the 
Erie Runner’s Club 
for donating 
several bandanas. 
Volunteer Louise Wiest 
folded them to make face 
masks for the men at                 

St. Patrick’s Haven.  The masks 
were distributed to Haven 
guests to help them comply 
with Erie County Executive, 
Kathy Dahlkemper’s request 
and the Governor’s mandate 
that everyone wear a face mask 
when outside or when 
entering a business 
establishment. Haven guests 
are required to wear masks 
while staying inside at  

St. Patrick’s Haven. 
 

 
 
 

Edinboro student helps 
St. Patrick’s Haven 
Abigail Frick, an Edinboro 
University junior, recently 
coordinated a supplies drive 
for St. Patrick’s Haven as part of 
her Victimology Class. Abigail’s 
professor asked the students 
to reach out to those agencies 

who might need a hand 
during these troubling 

times. Abigail’s 
efforts will go a 

long way in 
helping us keep 
the doors open 
to serve the 
homeless men 
who come to 
us each day. 
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kind of world do we want to 
leave to those who will come 
after us, to children who are 
growing up?" He invites us to 
participate in Laudato 
Si' Week, a global campaign, 
from May 16-24, 2020.  
 Throughout his seven-year 
papacy, Pope Francis has 
persistently called Catholics 
and non-Catholics to an 
ecological conversion to 
safeguard the environment 
and preserve its natural 
resources for present and 
future generations. Pope 
Francis also renewed his 
urgent call to respond to the 
ecological crisis: “The cry of the 
earth and the cry of the poor 
cannot continue. Let's take 
care of creation, a gift of our 
good Creator God. Let's 
celebrate Laudato Si' Week 
together”.   

by Betsy Wiest, SSJ Social Justice Coordinator Laudato Si - 5th Anniversary 
 Laudato Si’ teaches us that 
“everything is connected”. 
During this extraordinary 
moment in the history of our 
world, we see that more than 
ever, as Catholics and non-
Catholics everywhere are 
uniting to reflect, pray, and 
prepare for a better future 
together. We won’t be going 
back to “business as usual” 
when the pandemic ends. We 
will be entering an era of a 
“new normal”. 
 The year 2020 marks the 
5th anniversary of the 
publication of the Encyclical 
Letter Laudato Si', on Care for 
Our Common Home by Pope 
Francis. Pope Francis recently 
recorded a video addressing 
Catholic communities around 
the world. In it he asks, “What 

  Some simple things you can 
do now are: 
•Research how your community 
regulates waste and recycling 
and follow those guidelines.  
JPIC is working to sponsor a 
community question and 
answer session on recycling in 
the Fall. Watch Interim for 
details as they develop. 

•Commit to no or low waste 
grocery shopping. Buy local 
when possible. 

•Contact your Representative 
regarding a creation care issue 
that you are passionate about. 
Positive environmental change 
starts with the individual and 
continues with larger scale 
change. You can contact your 
representative by calling the 
capitol switchboard at 202-224-
3121. 


