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Our 250 Acts  
of Kindness, 
Justice, and 

Peace Initiative 
continues so 

please  
Click here  
to record  
your Acts. 

Just a few days ago we celebrated with 
the Sisters, Associates, and Agregees 
the official retirement of Cindi Olesky.  
Cindi has served for over 25 years as 
the Finance Officer for the Sisters of St. 
Joseph.  Cindi did a marvelous job of 
managing our financial affairs and our 
investments.  She represented us with 
kindness, professionalism and a deep 
understanding of our charism.   No 
problem or concern of a Sister or an 
employee was too much for Cindi to 
explore.  
  
In addition, she handled payroll for employees, insurance enrollment, and 
employee benefits.  No task was too big or too small for Cindi to undertake.  
She did them all competently and professionally.  All who knew Cindi knew 
she was an easy person to approach for help.  There was always a warm 
smile, kind words and plenty of sound advice.  All of us began to wonder as 
the time of retirement drew near.  How would we ever find a competent 
replacement?  In Cindi’s words, she said “We found someone who has a 
financial vision similar to mine.  That will make for a good transition.”  The 
transition is well underway and it is going very well.  While we say good-bye to 
Cindi, we warmly welcome Patricia Oscar, our newly hired finance director  
 
Cindi’s well-deserved time of retirement is here.  While she tells us she will 
miss us and the friends she has made along the way, she is also looking 
forward to the rewards of her hard work: travelling, spending time with family 
and friends, gardening, and relaxing with a good book, to name just a few.  All 
of us who know Cindi will be quick to say she will be greatly missed but she 
certainly deserves this next phase of her life’s journey.  Most of us would be 
quick to say we will certainly miss her warm, genuine smile, the gift that put all 
of us at ease.   
 
Blessings to all, 
 
 
Sister Mary 
 
PS  Retiring soon is Vivian Evans Hughes, our Director of Nursing Services.  

Vivian has not been with us nearly as long as Cindi, but she has helped shape 

our nursing center in many ways.  We are grateful for her expertise in nursing 

management and the professional way she shaped our program in her few 

short years.  Blessings to you as well, Vivian. 

https://ssjerie.org/250-acts-of-kindness/?blm_aid=32605
https://ssjerie.org/250-acts-of-kindness/?blm_aid=32605
https://ssjerie.org/250-acts-of-kindness/?blm_aid=32605
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Sr. Ann Marie Cappello, SSJ, Mission Integration Coordinator 

Thanks for Making 
THE Mission Possible 

“We listened patiently to a friend 
who needed to talk,” “Let a woman 
with a crying toddler go ahead of 
me in the grocery line,” “Gave 
water and food to a homeless 
person standing on the corner”- 
these were some examples of the 
Acts of Kindness that individuals 
have done since our SSJ 
community has launched the 250 
Acts of Kindness, Justice and 
Peace Initiative on June 28, 2026. 
This Initiative will conclude on 
December 13, 2026. The 250 Acts 
of Kindness Initiative is a result of 
a program on Transforming Grace 
presented by the LCWR. Religious 
Communities were invited to send 
one representative from each of 
the following areas: Peace and 
Justice, Leadership and 
Communications. Deb Seng, 
Sister Mary Drexler, and Cass 

Shimek represented our 
Community at the meeting. After 
listening to the presentation on 
Transforming Grace, the 
representatives from each 
community were asked to 
brainstorm and come up with an 
idea for an activity that could be 
developed and taken back to the 
members of their respective 
communities to further spread 
their charism. Deb, Sister Mary, 
and Cass came up with the idea 
of asking each Sister, Agregee 
and Associate to perform 250 
Acts of Kindness, Justice, and 
Peace during this period of time. 
This idea was chosen to mirror 
the 250th anniversary of our 
Independence in America. 
Sisters, Agrégées, and 
Associates have been asked to 
share the acts of kindness that 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

they have done thus far by 
completing a brief online form. If 
you have not begun to 
participate in this Initiative yet, it 
is never too late to begin. 
Although this activity is taking 
place for a designated period of 
time, it is an excellent reminder 
that we as Sisters, Agregees, 
and Associates of St.Joseph are 
to reach out to the dear neighbor 
without distinction whenever and 
however we are able thus 
making the SSJ Mission 
Possible! 
 

       Farewell and... 

At the same time, she has helped us discover our next Director of Finance, 
Patricia Oscar. Patty has already been working in the office for several 
weeks during this transition. We welcome Patty and are grateful for her 
desire to assume this position. While we doubt it will be for 26 years, we 
hope it will be well into the future!  

After 26 years, it is hard to say good-bye, so we will just say “farewell.” Cindi 
Olesky is retiring after 26 years of faithful and devoted service in our 
finance office! We will miss her smile, her kindness, and her dedication but 
we wish her time for travel, friends, and most of all family. Blessings, Cindi.  

Welcome 
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Please plan to attend the 
upcoming special Community 
Weekend with Sisters Kathy 
Sherman and Pat Bergen, who 
will be joining us, in person, 
from the Congregation of St. 
Joseph. Srs. Kathy and Pat 
have both been with us 
previously and are looking 
forward to returning. Sr. Kathy 
is the composer of many pieces 
that are familiar to us:  "Hold On 
to Hope", "May the Greatest 
Love", "The Dreamer, The Tree 
and Me" and many, many 
more.  We will be treated to a 
concert with Sr. Kathy on 
Friday, September 25th.  
 

Sr. Pat is a well known 
educator, spiritual directress, 
retreat and workshop facilitator 
with a passion for our Charism. 
Her dynamic personality will stir 
the embers of your heart. 
 

Please note:  REGISTRATION 
IS REQUIRED!  It is essential 
that we know who is coming so 
that we can make the 
necessary preparations for set 
up, seating, meals and  any 
other necessary details. We 
have included a link that asks 
you to indicate your 
participation in each of the 
components. If you aren’t able 
to attend each session, join us 
for as much as you can….just 
please let us know.   Click 
here to register.  Please note 
that there are individual meals 
costs, which can be paid via 
check made out to Sisters of St 
Joseph of Northwestern PA and 
returned to the Program 
Committee at the address 
below or paid check/cash at the 
registration table on the days of 

the event.  Meal costs are noted 
in the schedule of events.  
 
Hard copy registration forms will 
be available at the CLC reception 
desk if you need one. Please 
complete and return it to the front 
desk. Those who receive Interim 
via US Mail will find a hard copy 
enclosed. Please return this to: 
Program Committee, Sisters of 
St Joseph, 5031 West Ridge 
Road, Erie, PA 16506.  All 
registrations are due on or before 
noon on September 11th.  
 

This will be an exceptional 
weekend filled with inspiring 
prayer, music, reflections, 
fellowship, friendship and 
laughter, all grounded in and 
inspired by our Charism.     
PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

Weekend Schedule: 
Friday, September 25th 
2:00-4:00 Opening Session 
4:30 Supper ($10) 
6:00-8:00 Concert with Sr. Kathy 
Sherman 
 

Saturday, September 26th 
8:30 Light refreshments 
9:00-11:15 Morning Session 
11:30 Lunch ($9) 
1:00-4:15 Afternoon Sesssion 
4:30 Supper ($10) 
6:00 Conversation Circles 
 

Sunday, September 27th 
9:00 Liturgy 
10:15-11:15 Closing Session 
11:30 Lunch ($9) 

Image credit: “Women Singing Earth” by Mary Southard,  
Via @MinistryOfTheArts/ www.mimistryofthearts.org  

Plan to Join Us 
In September 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER  

https://forms.office.com/r/DcU6UVGiGg
https://forms.office.com/r/DcU6UVGiGg
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAFKQH8M6SpUQk9JUVJJTTRIVDA1NkExS0VHTzdYNzYyWi4u&fromie=true
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CLICK HERE  
TO GO TO THE 

ERIE GIVES 
WEBSITE 

http://WWW.ERIEGIVES.ORG
http://WWW.ERIEGIVES.ORG
http://WWW.ERIEGIVES.ORG
http://WWW.ERIEGIVES.ORG
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Living Laudato Deum  
Eat Fruits and Vegetables in Season     

by Deb Seng, SSJ Social Justice Coordinator 

This is your yearly reminder that now is the time to consume local fruits and vegetables. A meal 
from a conventional grocery store uses 4% to 17% more oil for transport than the same meal 
using local ingredients. 

If you don’t have your own garden, you can go to the Neighborhood Network “Little Italy Farmers 

Market” every Monday from 3-6 pm. They are located at 430 West 19th Street. You will also see 

local farmers setting up their stands. Our Erie growing season may be short, but the fresh fruits 

and vegetables are delicious and you are doing your part to help the planet. 

Join us for a conversation around a bold and hope-filled book that 
challenges us to see others—and ourselves—through the power 
of radical compassion. 
 
Forgive Everyone Everything by Gregory Boyle, SJ.— The 112 
page book is available at online retailers and some libraries. 
 
Click HERE to register and receive the Zoom link for: 
  August 12, 2026 | 6–8 PM or 
  August 14, 2026 | 1–3 PM (repeat of August 12 session) 
 
The Zoom link will be sent the week of the meeting to those who 
have registered. If you have difficulty registering, please send your 
name, email address and date(s) you wish to participate to 
mchrymko@hotmail.com.  

     Forgive Everyone Everything Book Discussion 

https://forms.office.com/r/i40v4efaMs
mailto:mchrymko@hotmail.com
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Nourish Your Spirit  
Click on the images below to go the the websites. 

https://www.notredameretreat.org/events?blm_aid=0
https://vmesc.org/programs-retreats/programs-at-a-glance?blm_aid=0
https://www.danschuttemusic.com/ordinary-holiness/?blm_aid=0
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SSJ Community  
August Birthdays 

 

 1 S. Ann Marie Joint 

     4     A. Rosemary Oehmler 

     5     S.  Angela Marie Servidea 

     6     A. Sandy Filippi 

     9     S. Mary Rita Kuhn 

     9     A. Harold Sheldon 

     11   A. Anne Freitas 

     11   S. Ann Marie Cappello 

     13   S. Phyllis DiFuccia 

     15   A. Sheila Martin 

     18   A. Diana Mikula 

     20   A. Sue McCreary 

     22   A. Bonnie Short 

     23   A. Margaret Alloway 

     23   A. Carol Hoffman 

     24   S. Maria Assumpta Ruza 

     25   A. Margaret Chrymko 

     25   A. Julie Whan 

     26   A. Gretchen Gallagher 

                        Durney 

     28   S. Mary Fromknecht 

     29   Agr. Teresa Cieslikowski 

     29   A. Marilyn Mead 

     29   S. Mary DePaul Sabella 

     30   A. Maggie Shaughnessy 

     30   A. Cass Shimek 

     31   A. Judy Pratt 

     31   A. Barb Jones      

An obituary for Sr. Mary Claire Kennedy 
recently appeared in Chemical and 
Engineering News, the weekly news 
magazine of the American Chemical Society 
(ACS). Sister had been a long-time member 
of ACS, which advances the chemical 
sciences by connecting the global community 
to trusted research, essential scientific 
intelligence, and award-winning journalism.  
 

As a result of this obituary the SSJ Community received the following 
e-mail from a co-worker remembering Sr. Mary Claire.  
 
I saw in the monthly magazine of the American Chemical Society a 
small obituary for Sister Mary Claire Kennedy, SSJ. I then found the 
very detailed obituary on the Erie, PA website. I think I last saw 
Claire, as I called her, over thirty years ago, when she was still in 
Wisconsin. I knew that she was very devoted to her home town of 
Erie, although how active she was I learned only from the obituary. 
  
I wish that I had stayed in contact with her, but it was more difficult 
30 years ago. In particular, I wish I could have shared my own 
journey into the Roman Catholic faith. I went through RCIA and was 
baptized 12 years ago. I am in the Society of Catholic Scientists and 
they asked me to contribute to a volume about such individuals, but I 
ended up not doing so. I am not used to writing about other than 
science, I am afraid. 
 
Please give my condolences to her sisters and family members. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
Josh Telser 
College of Science, Health and Pharmacy, Roosevelt University 

Sr. Mary Claire Kennedy Remembered 



 

 

by Deb Seng, SSJ Social Justice Coordinator 

Vigil: You Are Not Alone 

On July 10th the SSJ’s led the “You Are Not Alone” vigil in front of the 
Federal Building. These vigils happen on the second Friday of each 
month, led by various groups. It is not designed to be a protest, rather 
it is a prayer vigil where we pray in solidarity with and for our 
immigrant, migrant and refugee neighbors. 

One part of our prayer was a reflection written by Jenn Kennedy of the 
SSJ Neighborhood Network. In her reflection she reminds all of us in 
the SSJ family to live our charism of love of God and love of neighbor 
without distinction. Enjoy reading her beautiful reflection. 

“At the Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network, we believe that 
every person deserves not only safety—but a place to belong. Today, 
as we gather in reflection and prayer, we hold close the lives of our 
neighbors who have come to Erie from across the world—families from 
Nepal, Syria, Somalia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and 
beyond. They arrive carrying courage. They arrive carrying hope. And 
often, they arrive carrying the weight of everything they’ve had to leave 
behind. In those first days and months, the challenges can feel 

overwhelming—new language, unfamiliar systems, the search for work, for housing, for community. And yet, 
what we witness every day is resilience. 

At SSJ Neighborhood Network, we are simply invited into that resilience. 
Sometimes it looks like sharing food—fresh vegetables from our gardens, a 
warm meal, ingredients that remind someone of home. Sometimes it looks 
like young people finding their first job through our Youth Work Experience—
learning, growing, discovering confidence in who they are becoming. And 
sometimes, it looks like walking alongside a family as they take a step they 
once thought impossible. 

One of those moments belongs to Sawanth and Usha. They came to Erie 
from Nepal and raised their family in a small apartment. Like so many New 
Americans, they worked hard, stayed hopeful—but homeownership felt out of 
reach. Through our Genesis homeownership program, they received financial education, guidance, and 
support. Today, they are proud homeowners. That moment didn’t just change their address—it changed 
their future. A house became a home. A neighborhood gained new roots. A 
family found not just stability—but belonging. 

These are not just stories of transition. They are stories of transformation—of 
what becomes possible when people are welcomed, supported, and seen. As 
we reflect today, we are reminded that building community is not only about 
programs or places—it is about presence. It is about choosing to see one 
another. To walk with one another. To create spaces where every person, no 
matter where they come from, is met with dignity and compassion. Because in 
the end, we are all seeking the same things— safety, opportunity, connection, 
and a place to call home. 

And when our New American friends succeed, our neighborhoods grow 
stronger. Our economy grows stronger. And our community becomes what it was always meant to be—
welcoming, vibrant, and full of possibility. And with your collaboration, we can continue building a place 
where every neighbor—no matter where they come from—has the opportunity to call Erie home.” 


